
 

 

 

10th June 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Further to the letter from Mr Schlick this morning, I am writing to explain the arrangements that will 

be in place at Wellsway School to welcome back some students in Year 10 and to begin Year 12 face 

to face support. 

We are very pleased to be in a position to do this and strongly encourage parents with children in 

Year 10, who do not need to isolate, to send them back to school when invited. 

 

As you will no doubt be aware, we are not permitted to invite all of Year 10 back to school together 

and are restricted to a maximum of 25% of the year group at any one time.  As a result, your Year 10 

child will be invited to attend at specific days and times.  We will contact you separately to ensure 

you are clear on when this is. 

 

Please click the link below to answer 4 quick questions to confirm if you will or will not be sending 

your child to school when invited, it is essential that you complete the form, accessed below: 

Year 10 – Form to Confirm Will/Will Not be Sending Year 10 Student to School When Invited 

 

Please complete the form by 3.30pm Thursday 11th June. 

 

All our planning has been done in conjunction with the other secondary schools in our trust and we 

have followed the Trust’s risk assessment process in doing so. Our Risk Assessment has been reviewed 

and approved by the trust board. The full document is available on the Trust website: 

https://www.wellswaymat.com/covid-19-news/ 

 

Throughout the planning process, the safety of children and adults has been our over-riding concern. 

Our risk assessment has been based on the hierarchy of controls the government has asked us to 

factor into our planning to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. These are: 

 Controlling the transmission of the disease: minimising contact with children and adults who 

are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in 

their household who does, do not attend school.  

 

 Management and control through personal hygiene: cleaning hands more often than usual - 

wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and dry them 

thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are 

covered. 

 

 Ensuring good respiratory hygiene: promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.  

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FU48tNJMtUmhKRQyRYFNOjgVKt9uPe5MtDC3Sl2Ldn9UM0MxSVVGMDkwMDg1UDJTNjg4RDZDM1Y2VC4u
https://www.wellswaymat.com/covid-19-news/


 Enhanced cleaning regimes: cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard 

products, such as detergents and bleach. 

 

 Minimising contact and mixing:  altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as 

classroom layout) and timetables (such as staggered break times). 

 

The Parents’ Guide to reopening for Year 10 can be found on our here on our website: 

https://www.wellswayschool.com/news-and-events/#parents-guide-to-reopening-to-year-10-june-

2020 

This sets out more detailed information about how the school will operate and what measures will be 

in place to support infection control and social distancing; whilst you will find a brief outline below. 

 

The controls or protective measures we are being asked to put in place are the same as the social 

distancing we have been asked to do in the community for the last eleven weeks. Students are 

expected to remain two metres apart from each other and staff. We have updated our behaviour 

code, as detailed in the Parents’ Guide. We expect students to meet our expectations. Breaches of 

this code will have a graduated approach. Serious or persistent breaches of the new COVID-19 

protection rules may be sanctioned by the Principal using the full range of sanctions available, and 

parents/carers may be asked to collect their child immediately. 

 

Students are not expected to wear school uniform but must wear sensible clothing that is appropriate 

to the educational setting e.g no fake nails, no facial piercings, no hats. 

 

Year 10 

A phased approach is being used to target Year 10 students to receive some ‘face to face’ time during 

Term 6. For week 1, commencing on Monday 15th June, we have decided it is our moral imperative to 

focus on the students who have engaged the least with the remote learning that has been set and 

invite these students in first. We are planning for students in Year 10 to be taught in small groups of 

no more than 8 and expect them to practise social distancing at all times.  

 

In subsequent weeks, we will rota the students invited in each day, so that by the end of the month, 

each Year 10 student will have been invited into school, which will be important for their mental 

wellbeing. They will remain with the same group of 8 through their time on school site, including break 

times; remaining at the same desk and classroom for all taught interactions with teachers. 

 

We are aware that this will be the first time at school after a prolonged break and for many this will 

be the first time they have seen people they know outside of their households. As such, the students’ 

first session on return to school will focus on their wellbeing and mental health. The weekly phone 

calls will continue for students in Year 10 where concerns can be flagged with pastoral staff. 

 

The students will have a curriculum that will cover English, maths and science; plus history or 

geography. This will be with a subject specialist, although this may not be their regular class teacher. 

Teachers will plan and deliver work that will consolidate the remote learning activities that have been 

set during school closure.  

 

Students must bring their own stationery in a named pencil case as they will not be permitted to share 

or borrow equipment. They should also bring a full, named water bottle. The school day will finish by 

13.30 for Year 10 students invited in and so there is no requirement to bring a packed lunch. 

https://www.wellswayschool.com/news-and-events/#parents-guide-to-reopening-to-year-10-june-2020
https://www.wellswayschool.com/news-and-events/#parents-guide-to-reopening-to-year-10-june-2020


 

All lessons will be within the IKB Building. This building is much newer than most of Wellsway School 

with wide corridors and high ceilings. All Year 10 students returning to school, when invited in Term 

6, will be required to enter the school site via the IKB entrance.  This is to allow staff to ensure that 

students observe social distancing and follow the one way system around the IKB School when making 

their way to their assigned classroom.   

 

Parents will not be permitted into the school buildings unless there has been a pre-arranged meeting.  

If you are going to drop off or collect your child from school by car, social distancing must be observed 

and you should we say use the IKB car park so students do not walk across the Wellsway Campus. 

 

Year 12 

The WMAT use of Microsoft Teams has been developed to provide ‘Face to Face’ sessions with Year 

12 students, which will complement and support the remote learning being set by teachers. It will be 

an opportunity for students to ask questions and further their understanding of the remote learning 

tasks. It provides teachers with the tool kit to demonstrate or ensure complex issues and 

misconceptions as identified by assessments and feedback provide by remote learning are addressed. 

The result should improve engagement with remote learning, provide a schedule of routine for the 

students and ensure pace, progress and challenge is maintained during their study. We anticipate a 

timetable of sessions to be distributed and sessions to start week commencing 15th June 2020.  

 

We will be emailing guidance to students and parents, detailing the protocols and expectations 

surrounding live ‘Face to Face’ sessions shortly. 

 

We acknowledge that some Year 12 students and parents would rather the reopening of schools saw 

Yr12 students returning to Wellsway. Our decision to run a virtual platform importantly means that 

all students will have the opportunity to access this support. As such a student will not be 

disadvantaged if they are shielding themselves or if they are protecting someone vulnerable that they 

live with. Another factor is the limitation posed by travel and public transport and that students would 

not be able to travel between the sites of our collaborative Post-16 

 

We appreciate these are anxious times for everyone, but it is right that we start getting children back 

to school, both for their own good and to help our country’s recovery. We hope it is not too long 

before we can welcome all children back to school. Hopefully this communication lays out all the 

details you need but if you do have a question please email enquiries@wellswayschool.com. We will 

endeavour to provide a prompt reply. 

 

Many thanks in anticipation of your support. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

        

 

 

Matthew Woodville      Andrea Arlidge 

Principal       Chief Executive 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@wellswayschool.com

